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Synopsis

Whatever You Do, Don’t Run is a hilarious collection of true tales from top A A safari guide Peter
Allison. In a place where the wrong behavior could get you eaten, Allison has survived face-to-face
encounters with big cats, angry A A elephants, and the world’s most unpredictable animals: herds
of untamed tourists and foolhardy guides whose outrageous antics sometimes make them even
more dangerous than a pride of hungry lions! Join Allison as he faces down charging lions (twice);
searches for a drunk, half-naked tourist who happens to be a member of the British royal family;
drives a Land Rover full of tourists into a lagoon full of hippos; and adopts the most A A vicious
animal in Africa as his "pet". Full of lively humor and a genuine love and respect for Botswana and
its rich wildlife, Whatever You Do, Don’t Run takes you to where the wild things are and introduces

you to a place where every day is a new adventure!
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Customer Reviews

| recently read the non-fiction book Whatever You Do Don’t Run: True Tales of a Botswana Safari
Guide. This story is about Peter Allison’s detailed and amusing tales from when he moved from
Australia to Africa. | have never been out of the country, nor on a safari but after reading this book |
felt as if | had just been on one. | always have wanted to go on a safari in Africa and now | want to
work as a safari guide there, too. All the crazy and unbelievable stories that Allison shares opens up
the reader’s eyes on how different and sometimes scary a new continent can be, but also extremely
rewarding.In the beginning of the book | didn’t quite understand why Allison would want to move

from his suburban home in Australia to the far less developed continent of Africa. There are so



many creepy bugs and diseases you can catch, but then | realized that there are more than
dangerous organisms living in Africa. There are beautiful sunsets, majestic animals and the
awesome stories that come with living in Africa. Allison had a thirst for adventure that needed to be
quenched. This was satisfied when he traveled to Botswana.Allison easily admitted he made lots of
mistakes while being in Africa. He drove a Land Rover right into a river infested with hippos, and he
also had to search for a half-naked tourist who is a member of the British royal family. While reading
this book, | learned that it is ok to try new things and to be not so great at them. Allison had no idea
what he was getting himself into, he had originally planned only to stay for two years but he spent at
least a dozen years being a safari guide. He fell in love with Africa and its many endangered
animals.After reading this book | am going to try to convince my parents to take me to Africa and go
on a safari. And | am recommending this book to anyone who likes a good laugh and some very

odd yet pleasing stories.

While | haven’t been on safari, I'm guessing that this book should be required reading for anyone
who is able to make the trip. Peter Allison’s book was a nice, quick read filled with lots of great
stories about his experiences. All in all, | would recommend this book highly. Several stories made

me laugh out loud.Enjoy.

Mr. Allison’s, WHATEVER YOU DO, DON'T RUN is filled with hilariously funny sometimes irreverent
stories about his experiences as a safari guide in Botswana. The title is what drew me to his book,
only food runs! You can’t put it down, it is laugh out loud funny and you don’t want it to end. Please

write more! | can’t wait for your next installment.

In the book Whatever You do Don’t Run the author Peter Allison, the main character and safari
guide, tells stories about his astonishing adventures in Africa. This book was so good! | love how it
was non-fiction, but reads like a realistic fiction story. As a freshman in high school | would
recommend this book to all my friends. One of the major reasons why | liked the book a lot was
because the stories Peter wrote about were so interesting. My personal favorite is when Peter went
swimming with elephants and had to maneuver around them, so they wouldn’t notice him. Along
with this one there are plenty of other breathtaking stories. Another characteristic | love about this
book is its comedy. This book was hilarious. Some of the absurd stories about animals and tourists
just made me laugh out loud. When looking at other ratings of this book | couldn’t find many

negative ones. However, | did find one stating that Peter talked negatively of his costumers (the



tourists). | would agree that not all of his tourist stories are positive, but on the other hand these
ridiculous stories make the book great. For example Peter wrote about a few tourists that would not
follow his rules. They would feed the wild animals and constantly take pictures. Although the author
did say negative comments about these people, they created an interesting and funny story for him.
There were also times in the book when the author spoke very highly of his customers. | really think
the author’s purpose of this book was to show the reader what it’s like to be an African safari guide.
| also think he wanted to show what it would be like to be a tourist. Peter Allison did an amazing job
of this. He went into to ample detail about his job, and every event that happens with it. This book
was definitely a page-turner, and it was a pretty quick read. | can’t wait to read the sequel, Don’t
Look Behind You!

| was a bit hesitant about this book at first because of the very different style. Not in-your-face, nor
condescending, not pretensious. Peter Allison is very funny and refreshingly self effacing. Humble,
to use an old fashioned word.But it was the adventure, the outrageous tourists, and the really

unexpected turns of events that had me up way past midnight on a working day. So | was a bit out

of it with clients. It was worth it!Superb!

Peter Allison was 19 when he left his suburban home in Australia to follow his dream and backpack
around Africa. He soon ran out of money and found himself bar tending in a South African safari
resort. He moved up the ranks to a safari guide in Botswana where he stayed for the next seven
years running a camp and taking daily jeep rides with tourists from around the world out into the
bush.Allison knew nothing about animals of Africa when he started. Much of the charm of the book
is Allison’s self-deprecating English humor as he makes mistake after mistake. His amateurism is a
parody of the serious African adventurer; yet paradoxically his amateurism gives his account a
sense of authority, we are able to see his wayward mistakes as a sign of his own expertise.
Amateurism also provides Allison with a form of self-protection from the dangers of the bush; like a
Mr Magoo stumbling into bad situations, it is his recognition of bad decisions that enable him to
escape (unlike a "professional" who might not be as flexible in admitting a mistake)._Whatever You
Do, Don’t Run__is written in the travel literature tradition of the wayward English gentleman
bumbling through situations with campy humor, similar to A Short Walk in the Hindu Kush. The idea
is to de-throne the serious, to present a comic vision of the safari world that promotes harmless
entertainment; but this also has the effect of disengagement and detachment - the safari guests

from Germany, Japan and elsewhere become props to hang global stereotypes or moral outrages.



It also serves as cover for Allison - behind the facade of wry humor and aestheticism is a sense of
moral and cultural superiority; the self parody hides his own role and responsibility.
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